LAST WORD
What does "hospitality" really mean?
move to another street, into a park or a millionaire's estate, into palaces, beaches, or forests.
They could go wherever they think they could lead a better life. Those who are satisfied with where and how they live-in other words, the hosts-would have to live with these new arrivals for seven years. After that, the period would come to an end. Some people might return to their former homes, some might be evicted, but the world, hopefully, would be more equal.
In one way or the other, all of us are immigrants, having come from somewhere elseeven staying in the same place, one may find that things can change so much that you be- So, waiting in these endless queues of humiliation I began dreaming up a plan to bring back the real true character of hospitality: Let us declare across the world a Seven-Year Period of Hospitality. All transport would be free and people could move anywhere after they sign a contract stating that they accept that discrimination based on gender, sexual orientation, skin color, and religion is wrong. People could ANTJIE KROG is a poet, writer, and professor in literature at the University of the Western Cape. She has published 12 volumes of poetry and four nonfiction books, among them the renowned "Country of My Skull," and has received numerous prestigious awards in South Africa for her work.
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of the past, we must continually reinvent the figure of the stranger. Jordan sees it as the intellectual's task to insist on collective responsibility for the stranger as the figure constitutive of the community. Only viewpoints alien to our own will help us become aware of the perspectives we habitually and unthinkingly adopt.
Hospitality is an opportunity to become, in a limited sense, one who is not one's own; a figure through which one may own oneself.
We become who we truly are through the accommodation of the stranger. Re-imagining a society that includes the stranger opens up immense possibilities. The stranger who threatens stability, who puts society at risk, in the last instance also provides the possibility of restoring and saving it. Our survival depends on embracing the stranger, the refugee, even when we see them as threats. l While there must be a balance between the complete hospitality of the host and the laws that regulate the behavior and demands of the guest, Derrida suggests that no matter how idealistic our assertions of unrestrained hospitality may be, they "must never be completely silenced by claims of impracticality." He wants porous borders for those who flee, and nonporous ones for those who persecute, and asks that we look continuously for practical ways to become more and more hospitable. 
